
March 31, 2023

The Honorable Chuck Fleischmann The Honorable Marcy Kaptur
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy & Water Subcommittee on Energy & Water 

Development, & Related Agencies Development, & Related Agencies
2362-B Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Fleischmann and Ranking Member Kaptur:

We write to urge your continued support for the Department of Energy’s Weatherization 
Assistance Program (WAP), Weatherization Readiness Fund, and State Energy Program (SEP). 
These programs provide the foundation for investments that create jobs, increase American 
competitiveness, and save families and businesses money through improved energy efficiency. 
While we understand the challenges in developing an appropriations bill, we respectfully request 
that you support the President’s Budget Request for weatherization assistance and fund SEP at 
$90 million for Fiscal Year 2024.

The Weatherization Assistance Program helps low-income families, seniors, veterans, and 
individuals with disabilities improve the energy efficiency of their homes, freeing up limited 
resources for other essentials like food and medicine. Over the past four decades, WAP has 
provided weatherization services to more than 7.4 million low-income households. A peer-
reviewed evaluation by Oak Ridge National Laboratory found that the program is cost-effective 
by even the most conservative estimates. Each Weatherization Assistance dollar produces $4.50 
in benefits, including energy savings as well as improved health and safety. The program also 
helps workers and small businesses, directly supporting more than 8,500 jobs and supporting 
thousands more in related industries. We respectfully request that WAP is fully funded to ensure 
that all states have the resources to support their weatherization programs that help reduce the 
burden of high energy prices on low-income families.

In addition to $375 million for the Weatherization Assistance Program, the President’s Budget 
Request includes $10 million for Training & Technical Assistance and $51.78 million for the 
Weatherization Readiness Fund. Many low-income households eligible for WAP are unable to 
receive assistance due to their homes being in such poor condition. Unfortunately, these 
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households often cannot afford the necessary repairs to make their homes weatherization-ready, 
and therefore never receive the financial and health benefits from cost-effective weatherization 
services. For the past two years, the Department of Energy has received funding for the 
Weatherization Readiness Fund. This program supplements the Weatherization Assistance 
Program to support repairs that address structural, health, and safety issues to make homes that 
would otherwise be deferred weatherization-ready. We encourage you to include funding for 
Training & Technical Assistance and the Weatherization Readiness Fund to holistically support 
the provision of weatherization assistance to low-income households across the country.

The State Energy Program enables states to assist with the development of energy efficiency and 
renewable energy projects, such as improving the efficiency of hospitals and schools; developing
and implementing energy emergency preparedness, cyber security, and response plans; 
advancing energy innovation through coordination of university energy R&D activities, support 
for business incubators, and job training; and working with utilities and energy service 
companies to leverage private financing for clean energy and energy efficiency projects. The 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory found that for every dollar of federal funding, the SEP leverages 
over $10 for energy-related economic development and produces over $7 in energy savings. We 
respectfully request that this program be funded at $90 million.

We appreciate your efforts in confronting our country’s fiscal challenges and your prioritization 
of programs that promote job growth. In this spirit, we believe that investments in programs like 
WAP, Weatherization Readiness, and SEP that reduce costs for both individuals and businesses, 
and create greater economic opportunities in communities across the nation, should be 
maintained in Fiscal Year 2024.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to working with you on this 
important matter.

Sincerely,

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress
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Gregorio Kilili Camacho 
Sablan
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress
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Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Jenniffer González-Colón
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress
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Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress
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Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress
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Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress
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Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress
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Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

James A. Himes
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez
Member of Congress
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Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress
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Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress
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